Elizabethan courtier, the gentleman, etc. But what is new in
the 20th century is the planning approach to literature
necessitated by the coming into existence of mass society.
The modern age is called the age of the common man. It may
mean that it is an age in which the welfare of the common
man occupies the centre of the stage. It may also mean that the
common man, through adult franchise, has come into the citadels
of political power. In the Anglo-Saxon democracies, the
transition from a society, controlled by a few to a mass society,
was gradual. The various Reform Acts culminating in adult
franchise, were accompanied by compulsory education. But in
countries, where political growth has been impeded or where
democratic traditions were not part of their historical evolution,
as in Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia, the negative effects of
democratisation were catastrophic. To save themselves from
disintegration, they pressed into service every device of psychological
propaganda in order to re-make their citizens in such a way that
they could subserve the purposes of their rulers. Hitler in Mein
Kampf wrote:
The theatre, art, literature, the cinema, the
press, advertising and display must be
cleansed of the productions of a putrefying
world and placed in the service of a moral
idea of the state.
In order to put through their agricultural programme, the German
Government wanted that young men and women should leave
the cities and go to the villages, taking on themselves the poverty
and hardships of the peasant. A novel is written, in which the
heroine prefers to marry a peasant friend of her childhood to a
husband with a government job in Berlin.1 The poets, novelists
and playwrights sing the glory of a steely romanticism and death
for the fatherland. From the point of the argument that art
was used as a social technique in Germany, it is beside the point
that the ends achieved were unadmirable. What is to the point
is, that the means were able to achieve the ends.
1.   Unbegri fitches  Hera  by   Crubenhost.     The function  of literature
under National socialism, Alexander Henderson.
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